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PROPOSED EXPANSION OF USSR LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRY

‘8 : . [This report provides information on the 1953 footwear and
. leather preduction, as presented by D. Kostenko, member of the

Collegium of the Ministry of Light and Food Industry USSR, at

L the fourth seseion of the Supreme Soviet, third convocationJ

The Fifth Five-Year Plan Specifies & 55-percent inerease in the production
of footwear in 1955 as compared with 1950. The assortment, quality, and finish-
ing will also be improved.

During the current year ﬁ9537, the output of a1l types of footwear was
incressed by 36 Llion pairs over 1950 ang by almott threefold over 1946.

In the last 3 years [.‘.950 - 1953/, the assortment of footwear vas almost

conpletely renewed in accordance with the popular demand. The output of : '
better-grade and more fashionable footwear was significantly increased. In

1953, the output of styled footwear will be four times greater than in 1950

and 13 times greater than in 1940. The output of leather footwear is

constantlv increasing; in 1953, 14 will make uv 85 percent of the total foot-

wear output, while the output of leather-soled footwear will increase five-

f51d as compared with 1946,

In 1953, USSR factories are turning out many new types of footwear never
produced before. The output of footwear ﬁn 19517 will be as follows: 3k
million pairs of footwear with porous soles (61 percent more footwear than in
1952) and 7 million pairs of footwear with a wedge-shaped heel. The output of
popular fur-trimmed footwear will be three times greater than in 1952. Differ-
ent types of house slippers manufactured from leather, woolen fabrics , and felt

also will be available.
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In order to Beet consumer demand mire adequately,
orders for fouiwear hag been introduced.
the opportunity to order from induetrr~1 o

of Tootwear wi greatest demand.

& system of advanced !
The trading organizations now have H

rganizations the types and styles
hich are jn

Within the Dexd few years tne production of footwvear vwith a welted sole
W11l be considerably fncreaseq as feliows: in 1953,
vear wil] pe T mit

the output of sueh foot.
year of 1940, and 1n 1954

The product ;ep of chrom:.leaths
sole 15 aleg sxpandinog. Thiz foorwe
and very PopUiar with the [ o) 357

r footwear vith a 14

ghtveight porous rubber
ar s lignter,

more pliabie and comfortable,

MeErs,

The introdu-vion Of nevw ternntques . per hantzation of labor-consuming pro-
C€8sez, and further inrreaze 1n Japer Froductivity is taking place in the
leather ang footvaar 1ndustry,

Highly bProdussive bres: conveyers, dryers . machinery for shaping and pro~
cegaing footwear, high-spesd *fVing machines, apd other cqQuipment vere introduced
in the footwear industry, A+ rresent _[‘.T95_§7i 85 percent of footwear i3 produced
on ;onveyers. Tn 1954, Sppreximstely 2 000 wnits of first.rate machinery of
New des

tgns and BEProximately §,000 F2ving machines of different types will be
Pul 1nto operat:ion,

An over-ail 1ne Tease In faotvear productien requlires further development of
the leather 1odustry, leather fubstitiede ©OTeIprifes; taaning and extracts enter.
Prises, and other branchesz of Industry.

In 1953, tha CLtrutL of leather for the bottom PArt of the shoe will increase
36.4 Percent, and for the 1o

2T L= 10D pArt of the shoe, 32.6 Percent in comparison with
1950. At presrnt 11953], the indusiry produces a great quantity of plgskin of

every color, 1ncluding blue, red, &reen, light brown, and white. This pigekin

1s used in the Frodustion of hlgh-qu&licy_. popular footwear with a microporous
a0le. . .

In order 1c Produce more durable eolors, nev dyeing techniquez and new
type2 of dyss wers introdoced. Tp meer the 1DCreaaing ¢onsumer demsand for high-
quality white leather, and patent leathsy footwear, the outrut of white kidskin
increased more than 200 Fercent, and patent leather, 150 yervens. The output |
of light brown and brovn lsatber for men’s ani women®s footvear 1s now adequate, - i
A number of plants are row producing ilght-zolored leather for soles.

Tt ie planned to fyu
the seleztion ¢f ctolors,

tent leather will inzreaze five

Tther expand the output of tinted leattar and to increase
During the next 2 yesrs [3o5k, 1955/, the output. of
1014 in comparisop with 1950, .

LU SR, oD L B :

.«@,ﬁ ‘lfgglt‘he.: Substitutes ind; try i= expanding rapidly. The output of light-
velght microporous soles of YALious c0lors increaseq considerably. In 1953,
predustion of attractive

and durable three. dayer microporous s0le will be or-
genized in order 10 improve the A5 SOrument ., :

. AT

A collective of the Central Scientific Research'Leather Substitutes Institute
ancually develops and Introduces ne¥ materials into the ipdustry. A new type
of artificial leather "IX," which has the appearance of matural leather, has
been developed. .

Artificial leather is already manufactured by the Kuntsevskiy Experimental
Plant and the Kalinin "Iskozh" Combine. In 1953, tens of thousands of attractive
brief cases, suitcases, ballet &lippers, belts, ani other Products of artificial
leather vill be available on the market,
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. However, the footwear Industry is st11] far from
the growing cong

finiahing of foo
Summer footwear, various types of sandalg » men's
Soles, ang low-heeled shoes for elderly women

completely satisfying
» quality, and
omen's patent:leather and
leather footwear with rubber
is not fully satisfied.

twear.

There is a great deman
footweur industry produces

d for sports footwear of various ¢
other-sports

tennis, skiing, basketball, footb

olors, but the
footwear Predominantly in dark colors.

ell, bicyele, and

Consuriey demang for new styles is poorly satisfied.
Footwear Center mist play an i

The Moscow Model
footwear enterprises

mportant role in popular demand,

Designers of
are called upon to 5tudy consumers'’ requirements and
tastes and to Prepare designs.before the beginning of the season.,

The footwear industry mist organize footwear preduction on the basis of
¢climatic conditions. Tn the Far North and in the Southern areas of the USSR,
consumers have different footwear Tequirements. For example, the reglons of
Central Asia need footwear vell -insulated against heat,

In the next 2 to

faction of consumer de

3 years, the footwear industry must assure full satis-
mand for any type of footwear.

In order to achieve this, the "Pa.rizhskaya Kommuna " Factory, Moscow i
Footwear Factory, Leningrad "Skorokhod " Factory, Sverdlov "Uraloobuy" Factory,
Novosibirsk Factory imeni Kirov, Kungur Leather and Footwear Combine, and a
number of other enterprises will be reconstructed. |
Along with the reconst

ruction of enterprises, it ig Planned to construct

three new leather and footwear combinesg in Ulan-Ude in Buryat-Mongol ASsmr and 'in

Velikiye Luki ang Ul'yanovsk 1n the RSFSR. MThe productive capacity of each of
these combipes will be 4.5 million pairs of leather footwear a year.

and increase production of leath
processes of patent

to increase the dur

to improve leather finishing

2r of more durable colors. The technological
-leather production are bein

g re-exemined, and research work
ability of var{ous typss of leather is in progress.

The leather substitutes industry snortly will organize mass production of
leather-iike material from the fiber of natural leather. This materia? will be
used in the production of shoe parts. :

The successful fulfi 1lment of tasks 88signed to the leather and footwear ,
industry depends on the efficient delivery of raw leather ang other ma.teria;_l,s !
by the associate enterprises.

Agricul!:ura; workers and procurement agents still fail to Provide the
footwesr industry wit

h adequate raw materialas, A considerable quentity of raw . -
leather recelved ic

of D grade (chetvertyy sort), Unsatisfactory care of the
cattle, unskilled skinning and curing of hides, and the improper storage of
hides result’'in inferior"quality leather,

Footvear industry workers also complain of the shortage and poor quality”
of footwear machinery. .
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The Ministry of Cherdcal Industry still does not satisfy the growing needs
of the-leather and footwear industry for chemical materials such as nitroenamel,
acrylic emilsion, lead chromate, perchlorovinyl resin, end high-quality pigments..
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